
March 16,2006
FEMA was informed of the initial applicant complaint by the Mississippi newsmedia' FEMA immediately began to address adáitional applicant concerns on acase-by-case basis in the Gulf Coast.

FEMA implemented a practice of investigating complaints about formaldehydelevels' This investigation included sendiig u ñoori"!-rtaffemployee to visit withthe occupants of the units and discuss ventilation of ì"he units. If the unit had anobvious formaldehyde odor or the occu-pants were experiencing physical
discomfort while in the unit, FEMA offäred to repracã tne unit with an older unitthat had reduced levels of formaldehyde emissions.

Residents in Ms and LA were informed that they could contact the maintenancecall centers if they had concems about formaldehydeËeh in their travel trailers.Call center numbers are still active _
Louisiana - (888) 294-2922
Mississippi - (866) 877-6075

March 28-2912006
FEMA office of occupational Safety and Health conducted formaldehyde airsampling tests of travel trailers at the purvis, MS staging area. This rçort isposted on FEMA's website.

May 2006
sierra club issue{ a lenort calting attention to what it claimed were dangerousIevels of formaldehyde in FEMA trailers.

JÙ{,ay 12,2006
Hillard et al. v- u-ntt_e_d_sntes of^merica et al., case No. 2:06-cv-02576-ltII/L_
KWR is filed in the u.S. Dishiót Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana.Hilliard alleges that FEMA-provided trailers in the Gurf coast have highconcenhations of formaldehyde that cause a clear and present danger to the healthand well-being of the people who live in the trailers '

JUI¡ 2006
FEMA distributed a brochure to occupants of manufactured housing units acrossthe Gulf coast inforniing them of the risks associated *ith 

"*po.urè. 
Actions toreduce formaldehyde levels were also recommended.

August 8,2006

å1nlì:iffpress 
release on rhepran to rest merhods to reduce formardehyde
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September 12,2006
FEMA modified an Interagency Agreement with the Environmental protection
Agency (EPA) to conduct formaldèhyde testing in travel trailer units.

September 18,2006
The EPA began testing to measure the effectiveness of actions taken by FEMA toreduce formaldehyde levels (such as use of ventilation, air conditionini, 

"na 
urrrtfans)' Testing occurred at a Baton Rouge stagiù ;;; and lasted for two weeks.

The EPA gathered baseline data on two groups of the 96 new, unused units, whichthat had been closed up for approximatety six *""tr.
only previously unoccupied trailers were tested in order to eliminate any effectsfrom human activities that might cause ørmataenyae tevels to rise. sampleswere taken at different times of the day; ambient Jutdoor samples also were takenconcurrent with the collection of the samples in the trailers. ei"ui"nt t"*peratureand relative humidity data was collected L wel ror each ambient ,u-pi".t

October 1,2006
EPA concluded the testing.

October,2006
FEMA office of Safety conducted formaldehyde air sampling tests of travelTrailers at the purvis,.MS 

gtagrng area. This ieport isfosted on FEMA,s website.

November 1712006
EPA provided the data gathered during the sampling phase to FEMA for furtheranaþis.

November 18r 2006
FEMA forwa¡ded the data to the Department ofHealth and Human services(ruIs) Agency for Toxic substancei and 

lisgase Register (ATSDR) in Atlant4Ga., which is associated with the centers for DiseasJcontrol (cDC).

February 112007
CDC/ATSDR provides FEMA with analysis of EpA sampring. This reporr ispósted on FEMA's website.

February 22,2007

l1$':;:lo^.1ry:',:o:T" y:rl updated informarion on FEMA,s ptan roanalyze the data provided by EpA tó determine the ivrvvrsvt'¡ u! Errr to tlerefinme the lmpact of the ventilation andclimate control measures on formaldehyde levels.
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March 2007
FEMA initiates internal review of processes, training and documentation relatingto fornialdehyde in travel trailers.

March 212007

irrritåH-*on 
granted FEMA's motion to dismiss in the Híttardformaldehyde

March 28,2007

April 12,2007
FEMA staff briefed House Government Reform committee staffers onformaldehyde levels in FEMA_provided trailers.

M;ay 4,2007

}Ûllay 18,2007
oldenburg et ar,v..u,n(a 

ltates of America et ar., Docket # 07_2g61filed in theu's' District court for the Easternbisrict of Louís iana. oldenburg isa classaction lawsuit against ttre {{gra govemment as welr as private contractors

3å:*îiT:gligence 
in providing h"ousing *iÀ-*iir, riä revers 

"rf";;i;"nya"
June 412007

Currently
FEMA is updating purchase specifications to include a requirement for lowemission materials.

FEMA is preparing training for FEMA housing staff including staging areas, fieldstaffand conhactors to be ãware of the f"r""lãrhtã; i;rue, effecrive ventilarionmethods and proper response to formalde-hyde complaintp

FEMA is engaging with the medical community and is deveroping newprocedures for responding to occupant complaints regarding formardehyde.

FEMA is working with the DHS office ofHearth Affairs, and orher federaragencies to ensure that FEMA is taking everypossible step in protecting disaster
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ilfli*"j::r::"-ilyl qrï"1lig{::_gf the data provided by EpA.

il"m?:ï::,^::1,:ï:,11*_"-Ìllh"+rsD}.at{¡sisof EpAsampring.


